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POINTS OF INTEREST 

   3. Bok Tower Gardens  

2. Chalet Suzanne  

      5. Historic Downtown Lake Wales  

First known as Keystone City, the Town of 

Frostproof was laid out in the early 1880ôs. Stephan  

Washington Carson and his family, the first family 

in Frostproof, settled in the wilderness in 1886. 

In 1917, H. E. Fairchild originated Hillcrest 

Heights. The Southern Land Company built the 

Hillcrest Lodge in 1917 to attract prospective land 

buyers. The original building burnt to the ground in 

1918, but was reconstructed as the Hillcrest Lodge 

in 1919. Scenic Highway linked the community to 

existing towns and railroad stations. A charter 

incorporating the Town of Hillcrest Heights was  

granted in 1923. 

In 1923, Roger W. Babson purchased 400 acres of 

land on the north side of Crooked Lake. In 1924, he 

outlined a town plan, which was named Babson 

Park. Babson hired Fredrick Law Olmsted to  

develop plans for landscaping the town. The town 

did not incorporate and became known as a village 

of homes. 
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     4. Spook Hill  
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6. Tiger Creek Preserve  
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7. View from Highest Point on SR 17  

7 

8. Historic Downtown Frostproof  
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9. Hickory Lake Scrub  

10. Lake Wales Ridge State Forest  

The Ridge Scenic Highway: The Early Years 



    The Ridge Scenic Highway  

Contact Information  
Jennifer Nanek /JNanek@cityoflakewales.com 
Lake Wales  Museum & Cultural Center 
325 S Scenic Highway 
Lake Wales, FL  33853 
Phone (863) 678-4209 
Fax (863)678-4299 
For Scenic Highway Program Information: 
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/emo/ScenicHwy/

In 1921, Irwin Yarnell began the development of 

Highland Park. Yarnell chose to build his home, the 

Casa de Josefina, near the entrance of the Village of 

Highland Park. The Casa de Josefina, modeled after a 

Spanish mansion, was constructed in 1923, and added to 

the National Register of Historic Places in 1975. The 

home contained over 36 rooms, green lawns, exotic 

flowers, and rare tropical trees. The Village of Highland 

Park was incorporated in 1927. 

Lake Wales began as a turpentine complex and small 

hamlet. In 1911, Tillman, Johnson, Bullard, and Stuart 

founded the Lake Wales Land Company. The railroad 

was extended to the hamlet in June 1911, and the 

turpentine complex opened in 1912. In 1916, Lake Wales 

was  connected to both the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad 

and the Seaboard Air Line Railroad, providing 

unsurpassed access to markets across Florida.  The City 

of Lake Wales was  incorporated in 1917.  

Dundee was platted in 1911 by the Highlands Development 

Co., and incorporated in 1925. It was the first new town 

platted on the Haines City-Sebring branch of the railroad. 

The first industries were the Mixon Sawmill Co., Rayburn 

Turpentine Distillery, and Glen St. Mary Nursery 

Lake Hamilton also owed its development to the railroads. 

Lake Hamilton, named after the lake on which it is located, 

was founded in 1913. The Atlantic Coast Line Railroad 

completed a station in April 1914. A Womanôs Club was 

established early on, and a Board of Trade was established by 

1915. 

Lake of the Hills was also envisioned as a community of 

spacious rural estates. The W.  J. Howey Land Company  

surveyed and platted the land around Lake Starr in 1914-

1915 into a subdivision called Starr Lake Villa and 

renamed Lake of the Hills in 1923. The W. J. Howey 

Land Company set aside a lakefront lot of 200 by 200 

feet for a Community Club. A Community Club was 

constructed in 1929, and was added to the National 

Register of Historic Places in the year 2000. The 

building is the meeting place for the Lake of the Hills 

Community Club and the Lake of the Hills Garden Club. 

Originally named Clay Cut, Haines City, the Gateway to the 

Scenic Highlands, was established in 1883. The city was  

named after Colonel Haines, an official of the South Florida 

Railroad. It is said that this gesture played a role in enticing 

the railroad to serve Haines City. The economy was primarily 

based around cattle, citrus, and residential development. 

Tomatoes were also grown in the area in the 1890ôs. In the 

first years, Haines City grew quickly. A school was built  

beginning in 1880, with 37 students enrolled in the two-story 

schoolhouse by 1887. The first telephone installation in Polk 

County was made in the 1890ôs in Haines City, which became 

the link for telephone service throughout unsurpassed access 

to markets across Florida. 


